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 In 2016 CVC 
helped nearly 5,000 
victims and their  
families throughout 
Erie County. Almost 
20,000 children and 
adults took part in our 
prevention education 
programs. 
 Our counseling and 
advocacy services are 
offered completely 
free to our clientele 
with no discrimination 
toward age, national 
origin, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, or 
economic status. 

 Established in 1973 
as the Erie County 
Rape Crisis Center, 
the Crime Victim 
Center of Erie County 
seeks to reduce crime 
and the impact of 
crime, including 
sexual violence, 
through counseling, 
education and 
advocacy. 

CVC will host its 6th annual 
Moonlight on the Bay gala on Friday, 
September 8, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Perry Monument in Presque Isle 
State Park. Guests will enjoy lavish 
hors d’oeuvres, sangria, local wines 
and beers, and live music by Lindsay 
Vendetti Band. 

Moonlight on the Bay is our 
signature gala and major fundraiser 
for the year. Funding from the event 
will directly benefit children 
throughout Erie County through our 

Prevention Education and 
Counseling programs.  

Tickets are reduced this year to $100 
per person and are available 
through the CVC website: 
www.cvcerie.org. Tables, individual, 
and corporate sponsorships are also 
available. For more information, call 
Angie Devine at 455-9414 or visit 
www.cvcerie.org. Don’t miss a 
fantastic event! 

  Photos by R.Frank Photography 



“MY SON WASN’T SAFE.” 
Parents don’t always recognize the 
dangers that boys face from sexual 
predators. Sexual assault steals the 
happiness, safety, and security of 1 
out of every 6 boys, as well as 1 in 4 
girls, before they reach 18. They are 
left hurt, confused, and in desperate 
need of help. 

Your support lets Crime Victim 
Center provide that help 24–7, 365 
days a year. 

It’s not enough to reach out after 
crimes happen. We must all work to 
prevent them. That’s where your 
support of CVC’s prevention 
education programs is vital. Last 
year, with donor support, our 
specialists reached nearly 20,000 
children, women, and men through-
out Erie County. 

“The counselor at CVC broke 
the wall my autistic son had around 
him,” says a parent of one CVC 
client. 

Happiness and healing after 
trauma are possible, and you can help 
survivors on Erie Gives Day by 
supporting Crime Victim Center. 
Don’t just make a donation.  

Give someone the gift of hope, 
healing, and happiness. 

To make a donation on Erie Gives 
Day, go to www.eriegives.org.  

Minimum Gift: Erie Gives accepts 
donations of $25 and up.  

Credit Cards: Visa, MasterCard, and 
Discover are accepted.  

Prorated Match: The Erie 
Community Foundation and Erie 
Gives sponsors will enhance your gift 
by providing a prorated  match. 

Your Receipt: You will receive an 
email receipt of your gift from the 
Erie Community Foundation, which 
you should retain for tax purposes.  

Anonymous Gifts: You can 
designate a gift to be anonymous. 

CVC will receive your donation on 
August 25, 2017.  
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Protecting your Child from Sexual Predators 
“Stranger danger” was the term used back in the 80s, but the concept remains the same today...protect your 

children by warning them to stay away from strangers. Watching out for your child does involve constant 
vigilance. The only problem is...most children aren’t assaulted by strangers...they’re harmed by those they know, 
trust, and even love. Predators work during daylight, night, and any time they can get access to kids. 

So how do you protect your kids? Here are some suggestions: 

 Start teaching your children the correct names for their body parts from an early age. A knee is a knee, an ear 
is an ear, a penis is a penis, and a vagina is a vagina. Don’t make up names for body parts—this can confuse 
children and make it difficult to communicate potential issues later. There is nothing shameful about children’s 
bodies and they need to know how they work. If anatomical terms make you too uncomfortable, teach your 
children to say “private parts.” 

 Talk to your children about personal space and 
boundaries. CVC’s prevention education 
specialists often use hula hoops as teaching 
tools. Inside the hoop is your personal space and 
no one should come inside without your 
permission. Likewise, you should not invade 
other children’s space without permission. It’s a 
simple, yet concrete way for kids to visualize 
boundaries and enforce them. 

 Respect your child’s right to say no to unwanted 
touching. Offer an alternative to kisses or hugs 
from relatives or friends. Don’t demand or shame your children into giving hugs to people who make them 
feel uncomfortable. Allow them to shake hands or wave instead. Forcing children to participate in physical 
affection against their will teaches them that they can’t say no to unwanted touches. 

 Listen to your children. If someone makes them uncomfortable, allow them to express their feelings to you 
and accept what they are saying. Offer them support, love, and understanding even if they can’t articulate 
what makes them feel that way. Remember that how someone interacts with your children in front of you 
may be very different from how they act alone with your child. Believe your children and protect them. 

 Be aware that predators spend months and years grooming not only the children they prey on, but their 
families, friends, and entire communities in order to gain access inside and outside of their homes. They target 
children who are troubled, shy, alone, and in need of affection and adult attention. They use children’s natural 
need for love against them. Many start with gifts, short visits, special outings, and other seemingly innocuous 
things and build up to longer visits alone with a child, overnights, weekends away, or longer trips. Be vigilant—
much of what they provide may seem positive at first. A few moments alone with your child in his or her own 
room may be all the access they need to do lasting harm. 

 Give your children a way to contact you to immediately exit a situation that makes them uncomfortable. A 
code phrase that they can speak in front of others that will let you know they need to be picked up from a 
friend’s house, sleepover, or even summer camp will enable them to communicate and escape an awkward or 
dangerous situation without repercussion. Watch out for isolation tactics. 

 Practice how to respond to situations that make your children uncomfortable. Give them ways to say no, 
and explain to the adults, teens, and other children who interact with them that these are your family rules. 
Many times, predators use forbidden or illegal gifts to tempt children and then use threats of discovery to 
keep them compliant. Assure your children that they can tell you without punishment if something happens. 

 Above all, respect and love your children and listen to them.  



Mid-Day Dance Break Empowers, Entertains, and Educates 
For the fourth consecutive year, CVC and Jennifer 

Dennehy, Founder and Artistic Director of Lake Erie 
Hoop Troop, have partnered with local visual artists 
to lift spirits, educate, and entertain downtown Erie.   

Funded through a grant from the City of Erie 
Parks and Recreation, Mid-Day Dance Break is an 
interactive series held in Perry Square that brings 
dance and art into people’s lives. Each week 
features empowerment as a topic. Sessions begin 
with a brief introduction followed by performance 
by either the Lake Effect Hoop Troop or a featured 
guest performer.  Afterwards, attendees are 
encouraged to join in a dance workshop. 
Participants are informed about the project series 
as a whole and about CVC’s free services.  

Dance Break features a weekly visual artist who creates a piece inspired by that session. The artist is present, 
sketching, photographing, or working on the piece. At the project’s conclusion, this artwork goes on display for 
sale in gallery format at CVC, with proceeds split between the visual artist, the project, and CVC. Additionally, an 
established group of amateur artists who participate in CVC’s Creative Healing Group create art inspired by MDDB 
to join that of the gallery.  

At the first two Dance Breaks of the summer, Lake Erie Hoop Troop and True Boys of Urban Erie Community 
Development Corp. performed. A member of Lake Erie Hoop Troop, Michaela Sullivan, age 15, performed a hoop 
solo to instrumental music with her recording of an original poem about her experience being bullied. 

 Sticks and Stones 

Sticks and stones may break her bones, but words will never hurt her 
That is what she was told by the masses 
But words have a way of planting themselves like seeds. 
An ill-souled Gardener fraught with rage and resentment 
A fertile ground, the mind of a young girl praying and hoping  
Anger & Hate spoil the container, but not the viability of the seed. 
Sticks and stones may scratch and bruise, but words cement forever.  
Hardening the heart and making it crack and crumble. 
Stopping the movement of her happiness. 
As they mold her into a shape, but not the shape she is meant to be. 
The words carve themselves into the abyss of her soul  
As she reaches, paws, and struggles toward the surface. 
Sticks and stones may burn and blister, but words spread like a virus.  
Words do not cause wounds, they cause an inner feeling 
That ruins and decays self-esteem  
As the illness takes over weakening her and destroying her ego.  
Her mind is soon consumed from the fever.  
She is rundown and tired,  
  her thoughts are paralyzed on the idea of death. 
Slowly the Sticks and stones are pushed aside. 
The words take on more power. 
She uses the words as motivation, a cycle of energy 
Processing the hate and anger into empowerment and focus. 
A circle of protection surrounds her. She calls it Dance.  
An inspirational cloak of magic,  
  a slice of sunshine peeks into the viral soul 
Healing the damage the words caused, Dark turn to Light.   
Music and rhythm take over. 

The meaning of the words change as she forms her 
body into shapes. 
The lyrics make the movements flow from the inside out. 
Feet, hands, beating of her heart, quickness of her breath 
The hate and anger don’t go away but instead drive her to move  
  with a purpose 
The hoop, dancing from energy, gets pushed by the fingertips. 
A sense of control has come back to her. 
Her light shines, influencing others along the way. 
Sticks and stones may break her bones,  
  but the music drowns out the hurtful words 
The shadows of others might try to consume her again,  
But the spotlight of the stage keeps her focused on what is bright. 
She grows toward that light like a flower reaching toward the sun 

That nurtures with love and warmth.   
                        © 2017 Michaela Sullivan 

Artist Barbara Crone 

Artist Kris Risto 

Dance Break Creative Director Jennifer Dennehy 

Dancer/Composer Michaela Sullivan 

True Boys of Urban Erie Community Development teach steps to eager participants. 

True Boys of Urban Erie Community Development  
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Who We Help 
2016 

Sexual Assault 

458 Adults 
241 Children 
233 Significant Others 

Other Crimes 
3,146 Victims 
535 Witnesses and  
Significant Others 

$114,121.91 in Crime 
Victims Compensation 

831 Prevention 
Education Programs to 
19,659 participants 

Client Wish 
List 
CD player 
Finger-paint paper and 
finger-paints 

Key Services 
24-hour Hotline 
Crisis Intervention 
Individual Counseling 
Support Groups 
Court Accompaniment 
Compensation Assistance 
Restitution Assistance 
Satellite Offices in  
North East, Corry,  
Edinboro, Union City,  
and Albion 

 

814-455-9414 

Fairview Middle School 

Fairview Cares for CVC! 
Rain couldn’t dampen the spirits of the 

students, families, and staff of Fairview School 
District as they walked inside their schools to 
celebrate a full year of activities supporting 
Fairview Cares. 

This year, Fairview Cares chose to benefit The 
Regional Cancer Center, Neighborhood Art House, Fairview Student Support Fund, and  
Crime Victim Center of Erie County. Students, staff, parents, sponsors, and the Fairview 
community worked together for the entire school year to raise funds through change 

challenges, Chipotle Nights, 
Avonia Tavern Nights, 
Parents Night Out, 100 Bags, 
event t-shirts, and more. 

CVC is so grateful for 
Fairview’s enthusiastic 
support for victims of crime! 

 

 
 

NO MORE Night at  
the Ballpark 

The NO MORE campaign seeks to end sexual 
assault and domestic violence around the world.  
CVC and SafeNet partnered to bring it to Erie County. Working together with the Erie 
SeaWolves, we shared the NO MORE message with over 15,000 baseball fans!  

You can learn more about the campaign at nomore.org. 

Fairview Elementary School 

Fairview High School 

SeaWolves Beau Burrows and A.J. Ladwig 
with CVC Executive Director Paul Lukach 



Potratz Donation Brightens 18th Street for All 
Potratz Floral Shop and Greenhouses has been a dedicated supporter of CVC for many 
years—generously donating gifts for our auctions. This summer, they’ve kindly donated an 
array of beautiful flowers for us to use to brighten up our sidewalk plantings on 18th street. 
Clients, counselors, and co-workers alike are delighted with the blooms.  
 

Knights of St. George Aid Victims 
CVC is so grateful to the Knights of St. George for their generosity. They’re making 
a tangible difference in the lives of children and adults we counsel, educate, and 
advocate for throughout Erie County. Julie Rupp stopped by the agency to present 
a check for $1,000 to Executive Director Paul Lukach. 

Welcome Club of Erie Helps Kids at CVC 
Preparing for trial is scary even for adults. For 
children, it can seem overwhelming. Welcome 
Club of Erie generously funded the purchase of 
two court room sets complete with multi-ethnic 
families, different professional dolls, and rolling 
totes in which to store them. Now counselors can 
use the court sets to help children play through 
possible actions and lessen their fear of the 
process. Being able to use one set at the agency 
and one set at our satellite locations will be 
especially useful for trial preparation. 

Bingo Players Shine On 
Kenny Rider, our beloved Bingo caller, has passed away.  
Kenny and Beverly Thomas started holding Bingo to 

benefit Crime Victim Center. Held every Tuesday evening 
at Kury Hall, Bingo night offers players a full kitchen and 
scratch off games, as well. 

Beverly says, “Kenny and I started it 3 years ago on 
November the 11th. He’d called Bingo for years. We picked 
CVC because Carol at the Courthouse told us about all the 
great work CVC was doing.” She adds, “Kenny really 
enjoyed calling and thought it was a great idea. He’d been 
wanting to do this for a long time…that’s how we got 
together on it.” 

His brother Scott Rider is calling right now…carrying on 
the family tradition of support for crime victims. Come 
and play at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday—it’s a great time for a 
great cause!  

Kenny Rider in 2016 teaching CVC Executive Director Paul 
Lukach how to call Bingo. 



Crime Victim Center 
125 West 18th Street 
Erie, PA 16501 

You can help victims tomorrow by acting today. 

Visit our website: www.cvcerie.org to learn more 
about preventing child abuse, sexual assault, and 
other crimes. 

 

 

 

 

CVC is part of the amazonsmile program. Simply 
select CVC as your charity of choice at 
smile.amazon.com and continue to shop as usual. 
Every purchase you make will help crime victims 
here in Erie County. 

CVC is working with community partners to create a 

sexual violence care center in downtown Erie.  

The center will provide medical treatment, evidence 
collection, counseling, and law enforcement services 
all in one location at any point during the day or night. 

We wish to provide a continuum of follow-up care after 
good initial contact with all persons needing services. At 
present, many victims of rape or sexual assault are not 
able to access timely and appropriate care in Erie County. 
This is a crucial part of serving victims and helping them 
to recover physically and emotionally from their trauma. 

Your gifts and donations are needed now more than ever! 
Please call (814) 455-9414 to speak to Angie Devine with 
any questions about donating to CVC. 

www.facebook.com/
Crime-Victim-
Center-of-Erie-
County 

 

twitter.com/CVCerie 

814-455-9414 

www.cvcerie.org 


