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Matthew Sandusky Speaks for the Children 

What does the 
Crime Victim 
Center do? 
 In 2016 CVC 
helped nearly 5,000 
victims and their 
families throughout 
Erie County. Almost 
20,000 children and 
adults took part in our 
prevention education 
programs. 

 Our counseling and 
advocacy services are 
offered completely 
free to our clientele 
with no discrimination 
toward age, national 
origin, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, or 
economic status. 

 Established in 1973 
as the Erie County 
Rape Crisis Center, 
the Crime Victim 
Center of Erie County 
seeks to reduce crime 
and the impact of 
crime through 
counseling, education 
and advocacy. 

April is National Child Abuse Awareness 
and Sexual Assault Prevention Month. As 
part of our advocacy and education 
efforts, on April 27, 2017, Crime Victim 
Center will host a symposium. The evening 
will be free and open to the public and will 
feature Matthew 
Sandusky as the keynote 
speaker. This event will 
highlight CVC’s services 
for all crime victims 
throughout Erie County. 
Awareness and 
education are the focus 
of the evening as we 
recognize that it is 
crucial for members of 
the public to know their 
rights and learn about 
available services should 
they be impacted by a 
crime. 
 Matthew Sandusky, 
Founder and Executive 
Director of Peaceful Hearts Foundation, 
was a victim of childhood sexual abuse 
from the age of 8 to 17 at the hands of his 
adopted father, Jerry Sandusky. Matthew 

is working to turn his traumatic personal 
experience into a mechanism to prevent 
childhood sexual abuse and help other 
survivors heal. 
 Through his work with Peaceful Hearts, 
Matthew raises awareness of child sexual 

abuse in local communities, 
supports the life-saving 
work of children’s advocacy 
and sexual assault 
treatment centers, and 
advocates for legislative 
changes. Matthew works 
with researchers, clinicians, 
the media, politicians, social 
workers, and child 
protection professionals to 
raise awareness and 
improve the quality and 
availability of services to 
survivors nationwide. 
  In addition to his advocacy 
work, Matthew is 
committed to empowering 

and educating children to use their voices 
and help protect them against abuse.  
 
 

 Victim 

 Survivor 

 Advocate 

www.cvcerie.org 
Crime Victim Center 
125 West 18th Street 
Erie, PA 16501 

You can help victims tomorrow by acting today. 

Visit our website: www.cvcerie.org to learn more 
about preventing child abuse, sexual assault, and 
other crimes. 

 

 

 

 

CVC is part of the amazonsmile program. Simply 
select CVC as your charity of choice at 
smile.amazon.com and continue to shop as usual. 
Every purchase you make will help crime victims 
here in Erie County. 

CVC is working with community partners to create a 
sexual violence care center in downtown Erie.  

The center will provide medical treatment, evidence 
collection, counseling, and law enforcement services 
all in one location at any point during the day or night. 

We wish to provide a continuum of follow-up care after 
good initial contact with all persons needing services. At 
present, many victims of rape or sexual assault are not 
able to access timely and appropriate care in Erie County. 
This is a crucial part of serving victims and helping them 
to recover physically and emotionally from their trauma. 

Your gifts and donations are needed now more than ever! 
Please call (814) 455-9414 to speak to Angie Devine with 
any questions about donating to CVC. 

www.facebook.com/
Crime-Victim-
Center-of-Erie-
County 

 

twitter.com/CVCerie 

814-455-9414 



CVC has combined its March 
Against Crime with The Abram 
Sorek Memorial Race into a 10K, 
5K, and one-mile run/walk at 9 
a.m. on April 8, 2017. Proceeds 
from the race will benefit CVC 
and the Abram Sorek Scholarship 
Fund.   
Last year, more than 400 people 
participated in the memorial race 
at Presque Isle. Over 100 were part 
of CVC’s March Against Crime 
race, which works to raise 
community awareness and funds 
for all victims of crime in Erie 
County. 
Executive Director of CVC, Paul 
Lukach said, “The Sorek Family 
found value in our work and since 
we held similar races, it made 
sense to combine them to reach 
more people with our anti-crime 
and victim service messages.” 
Hana Sorek noted, “Events like 
this run keep us motivated, moving 
forward, and really keep Abram’s 
spirit alive.” 

The Sorek family credits their 
Crime Victim Center counselor 
with helping them get through an 
impossibly painful time. 
Hana said, “We were in a crisis 
after Abram died. The Crime 
Victim Center was there 
immediately to help us through 
anything we needed to go through. 
So we wanted to show them our 
thanks.” 

To sign up for the race, go to:  
https://runsignup.com/Race/
PA/Erie/AbramSorek 

CVC 
Board of Directors 

John Kroto, Esq., President 
Maria Continenza 

Elton Islamaj 
Marianne Levstek 

Lori Lindley, Ph.D. 
Michael McCormick 

Mark Murphy 
Heidi Oldaker 

Alison Scarpitti, Esq. 
Dan Sloppy 

Patti Starvaggi 
Tyler Titus 

 
 
 

CVC Staff 
Paul Lukach, MSW, LSW 

Rebecca Torrey 
Amy Blackman 

LaSonya Moffett 
Angie Devine 

Brooke 
Carol 
Carol 

Chrissy 
Dan 
Deb 
Debi 
Erin 

Jaime 
Jesse 
John 
Julie 

Kayla 
Kristen 
Marge 

Martine 
Miriam 

Sara 
Tamara 

& 

4th Annual Victims’ Rights Conference: Strength; Resilience; Justice 
Crime Victim Center is hosting its 2017 Crime Victims’ Rights Conference on Friday, April 28th, from 9 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m., at the Bayfront Sheraton in Erie, Pennsylvania. This conference will host a range of speakers on 
topics including juvenile justice, utilizing service dogs, military sexual trauma, music therapy, compassion 
fatigue in caregivers, fraud prevention for elders, and more. 

Knights of St. John Purse Bingo Raises Funds for Victims 
The Knights of St. John held a wonderful event, raising $3,900 for CVC, which they then matched for a total of 
$7,800.  CVC is so grateful to everyone who organized and volunteered at the event and to the Knights for 
their continued, dedicated support of crime victims in Erie. 

Perseus House Celebrates National 
School Choice Week with Service 
The Leadership Student Government of Perseus House held an Ice 
Cream Social fundraiser for CVC during their celebration of 
National School Choice Week in February. Other student activities 
included presentations on healthy versus unhealthy relationships, 
which were broadcast on the NSC website. 

Fairview Cares…for Victims of Crime 
 
For the past five years, the 1,500 students in the 

Fairview School District, along with teachers and 
community members, have joined together to 
support local non-profits through an extraordinary 
effort known as Fairview Cares. 

Fairview Cares is a philanthropy initiative started 
as a cancer donation drive in 2013 by then-junior, 
Hayden Elliott of Fairview High School, as a school 
project. Since then, Fairview Cares has supported 
Erie’s Regional Cancer Center and a number of 
other beneficiaries. Fairview Cares collects 
donations year round through events, t-shirt sales, 
Golden Tickets, change drives, and Fairview Cares 
Week. The Week ends with a walk around the 
track at Jack Bestwick Stadium, with students and faculty members of all three schools in the district 
participating. 

Fairview Cares has chosen to support CVC as one of its recipients this year. Students, administrators, and 
faculty visited CVC offices and learned more about crime victims, counseling, prevention education, and court 
advocacy provided to Fairview and Erie County residents through CVC programs. They already held a 
donation drive to help support trauma-informed counseling at CVC.  They collected packs of colored, regular, 
and charcoal pencils, stickers, child and adult coloring books, workbooks, and a variety of costumes for child 
clients to use in creative play.  



CVC Executive Director Paul Lukach and Bill Morton 

CVC Board Member Bill Morton 
Takes ‘The Long View’ 

 
After serving on CVC’s board of directors for 

over 31 years, Bill Morton, dedicated 
advocate, inspired Board member and past 
President, skilled attorney, and friend of CVC, 
has seen us grow and change. We had the 
chance in February to talk with him about his 
years of service, why he chose to help, and 
what concerns him most about the future for 
victims’ services. He shared these thoughts: 

“When I came on the board I had been a 
defense attorney, a public defender, and a 
district attorney. I got to know the people 
working at the Rape Crisis Center and I knew 
that they were doing good work. But I 
recognized, even then, that the scope of their 
work could be so much greater and I wanted 
to be part of the center’s mission and its 
growth. I was fortunate to watch it evolve into 
what today is the Crime Victim Center. 

When I first started practicing, no one was 
there to stand up for the victim. The 
defendants had their attorneys. The district 
attorneys were there to try cases for the 
Commonwealth. No one was there exclusively 
to help the victims navigate a confusing, often 
frustrating system. 

Can you imagine, for instance, suffering a 
sexual assault or being the victim of other 
violent crime, processing your own personal 
pain while having to manage the practical 
aspects of legal proceedings?   

The dedicated people of the Crime Victim 
Center take care of what, for 
many, is rudimentary and 
routine, but for the victim, can 
be an enormous burden. At the 
other end of the spectrum is 
the emotional journey, the path 
back to feeling safe and whole. 
Again, I can’t emphasize how 
crucial a role the Crime Victim 
Center plays in helping victims 
heal. These are trained 
advocates and counselors who 
truly do make a difference. 

With every new year, they grow in 
expertise, and dedication. And, sadly, victims.  

So, our quest becomes one of continued 
growth and commitment. 

Another area in which I see the center 
making a difference is in education and 
outreach. Unfortunately, though, there are 
many people who still don’t comprehend the 
range of services the center provides.  If 
they’ve never been a victim of a crime or had 
a loved one devastated by crime, they don’t 
understand how the system works. I’d like to 
see more messaging throughout the 
community so people are clear on what 
services we can make available to them. For 
example, they may not know that we even 
work in seeking compensation and restitution 
for victims. 

In the end, nobody knows if they’re going to 
be a victim. Nobody knows if their child is 
going to be a victim. The person they trust 
most in this world could be the one doing 
unconscionable things. We must continue to 
be there every day for those men, women, 

and children, as well as their 
families. We strive with 
everything in us to get people 
beyond the crime perpetrated 
against them or their loved ones 
to restore their self-worth. No 
one should be defined by a crime 
leveled against them.  
In all my years with the Crime 
Victim Center, I have been 
witness to many positive 
outcomes, and I would urge 

anyone who becomes a victim to reach out to 
us. We’ll come to the police station; to the 
hospital; to court. Just reach out.” 

“When I first 
started 
practicing, no 
one was there 
to stand up for 
the victim.” 

Who We Help 
2016 

Sexual Assault 

458 Adults 
241 Children 
233 Significant Others 

Other Crimes 
3,146 Victims 
535 Witnesses and  
Significant Others 

 
$114,121.91 in Crime 
Victims Compensation 

 

831 Prevention 
Education Programs to 
19,659 participants 

Key Services 
24-hour Hotline 
Crisis Intervention 
Individual Counseling 
Support Groups 
Court Accompaniment 
Compensation Assistance 
Restitution Assistance 
Satellite Offices in  
North East, Corry,  
Edinboro, Union City,  
and Albion 

 

814-455-9414 

Moonlight on the Bay Moonlight on the Bay 

CVC will host its 6th annual Moonlight on the 
Bay gala on Friday, September 8, 2017 at 6:30 
p.m. at Perry Monument in Presque Isle State 
Park. Guests will enjoy lavish hors d’oeuvres, 
live music, sangria, local wines and beers. 

Moonlight on the Bay is our signature gala and 
major fundraiser for the year. Funding from 
the event will directly benefit children 
throughout Erie County through our 

Prevention Education and Counseling 
programs. Tickets are will be reduced this year 
to $100 per person and are available through 
the CVC website: www.cvcerie.org. Tables, 
individual, and corporate sponsorships are also 
available. For more information, call Angie 
Devine at 455-9414 or visit www.cvcerie.org. 
Don’t miss a fantastic event! 

SAVE THE DATE: September 8, 2017 

Lindsay Vendetti Band               Photos by R.Frank Photography 
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What does the 
Crime Victim 
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prevention education 
programs. 

 Our counseling and 
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offered completely 
free to our clientele 
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toward age, national 
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economic status. 

 Established in 1973 
as the Erie County 
Rape Crisis Center, 
the Crime Victim 
Center of Erie County 
seeks to reduce crime 
and the impact of 
crime through 
counseling, education 
and advocacy. 

April is National Child Abuse Awareness 
and Sexual Assault Prevention Month. As 
part of our advocacy and education 
efforts, on April 27, 2017, Crime Victim 
Center will host a symposium. The evening 
will be free and open to the public and will 
feature Matthew 
Sandusky as the keynote 
speaker. This event will 
highlight CVC’s services 
for all crime victims 
throughout Erie County. 
Awareness and 
education are the focus 
of the evening as we 
recognize that it is 
crucial for members of 
the public to know their 
rights and learn about 
available services should 
they be impacted by a 
crime. 
 Matthew Sandusky, 
Founder and Executive 
Director of Peaceful Hearts Foundation, 
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from the age of 8 to 17 at the hands of his 
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experience into a mechanism to prevent 
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improve the quality and 
availability of services to 
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