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“No one else is doing anything; it must 
not be a problem...I’ll only make it worse 
if I try to help...Not my concern.”  

These are common responses when 
witnessing a dangerous, harmful, or 
threatening situation. As bystanders we 
see reasonable people around us not 
intervening, so we ask, “Why should I?” 
Research describes this decision not to act 
as bystander apathy. However, most 
people are anything but apathetic when it 
comes to a threatening situation. Even if 
we do feel strongly about a situation, we 
often find ourselves not knowing what to 
do or wondering if anything we do will 
even be helpful. 

CVC wants to change what it means to 
be a bystander in Erie County. Apathy is 
not an option. We are all bystanders every 
day to numerous events that contribute to 
a culture that accepts sexual violence. 
“Bystander” should not mean the passive 
citizen who did nothing to help. We need 
“bystander” to connote engagement, 
intervention, prevention, and change. 

 
What does it mean to be an  

Engaged Bystander? 
 An engaged bystander is someone 

who intervenes when they see or hear 
behaviors that promote sexual violence. 
The intervention can happen before, 
during, or after the event. Threatening 
situations do not simply include illegal 
actions. Other actions such as someone 
making an inappropriate sexual comment, 
innuendo, joke, vulgar gesture, catcall, or 
touching someone in an unwelcome sexual 
manner are also harmful to the person 
being victimized. Although “legal,” these 
events still call for intervention from 
bystanders. Speaking up in these situations 
helps to foster healthy sexuality and a 
safer community. 

 Encouraging citizens of Erie to be 
engaged bystanders will help create a 
healthier community and will empower 
others to build a safe and respectful 
environment. Engaged bystanders 
discourage victim blaming, shift the 

By Tori Pursell Being a Better Bystander 

What does the 
Crime Victim 
Center do? 
 In 2015, CVC 
helped 5,999 victims 
and their families 
throughout Erie 
County. Nearly 20,000 
children and adults 
took part in our 
prevention education 
programs. 

 Our counseling and 
advocacy services are 
offered completely 
free to our clientele 
with no discrimination 
toward age, national 
origin, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, or 
economic status. 

 Established in 1973 
as the Erie County 
Rape Crisis Center, 
the Crime Victim 
Center of Erie County 
seeks to reduce crime 
and the impact of 
crime through 
counseling, education 
and advocacy. 

continued on Page 3 



By Tori Pursell 
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“MY DAUGHTER’S 
HAPPINESS.” Parents 
recognize happiness is crucial 
to the life of a child. Rape 
steals the happiness, safety, 
and security of 1 out of every 
7 children. They are left 
hurt, confused, and in 
desperate need of help. 

Community support lets us 
provide that help 24–7, 365 
days a year. 

It’s not enough to reach out 
after crimes happen. We 
must all work to prevent 
them. That’s where your 
support of CVC’s prevention 
education programs is vital. 
Last year, with donor 

support, our specialists 
reached nearly 20,000 
children, women, and men 
throughout Erie County. 

“I am much happier 
with my life now and 
how it has really 
changed,” says a 
survivor and CVC client. 
“I walk out with a big 
smile.” 

Happiness and healing after 
trauma may seem unlikely, 
but you can help survivors on 
Erie Gives Day by supporting 
Crime Victim Center. Don’t 
just make a donation. Give 
someone the gift of hope, 
healing, and happiness. 

To make a donation on Erie 
Gives Day, go to 
www.eriegives.org.  

Your donation can change 
the life of a victim. We are 
so grateful for your support! 
Thank you. 

Join us at Bourbon Barrel for a Block Party! 
August 11 | 6 to 10:30 p.m. 

Erie’s Downtown Partnership Block 
Parties pair Erie’s favorite bars with local 
charities. They raised 
$44,000 last year!  

This year, Bourbon 
Barrel will host its first-
ever party, benefitting 
Crime Victim Center, and 
featuring Money Shot 2.0 
and First to Eleven. Join 

us on the 1200 block of State Street starting 
at 6 p.m., for bull riding, fantastic beer, 

wine, and of course, 
bourbon, two great bands, 
raffles, 50/50s, glow sticks, 
and tons of fun with staff 
and volunteers.  

Don’t miss out on 
spectacular summer fun! 
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www.eriegives.org 
August 9, 2016 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Give Healing and Hope—Erie Gives Day 
August 9, 2016 8 a.m.–8 p.m. 



Better Bystanders, continued CVC Staff 
Paul Lukach, MSW, LSW 

Rebecca Torrey 

Amy Blackman 

LaSonya Moffett 

Deb Bartle 

Brooke 
Carol 
Carol 

Chrissy 
Dan 
Debi 
Erin 

Jaime 
Jesse 
John 
Julie 
Kayla 

Kristen 
Marge 

Martine 
Miriam 

Sara 
Tamara 

 

 

Client Wish List 
Journals 

Adult coloring books 

Gel pens, colored  
pencils, Crayola cray-
ons, and acrylic paints 

Movie: Inside Out  
and set of characters to 

help kids learn to  
identify and talk about 

how they’re feeling 

Relaxing music cds for 
adults and kids 

All donations are  
tax-deductible. 
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responsibility of sexual violence 
prevention to the community as a whole, 
and begin to change the social norms that 
accept sexual violence.  

“You’d be shocked at what I’ve seen,” 
said one bartender at a popular local pub. 
“The number of times I’ve called the cops 
because a guy put something in a drink is 
really scary.” 

A few ways that we can shift social 
norms as engaged bystanders include: 
 Encourage help-seeking behaviors 
 Adopt policies to encourage 

engagement 
 Celebrate the actions of other engaged 

bystanders. 
What makes a successful 

intervention? 
Every bystander must personally decide 

the safest and most meaningful way to 
intervene in a given situation. Because 
each situation is different, there is no 
comprehensive, all-inclusive 
way to respond when acting to 
prevent sexual violence.  

CVC does not want you to risk 
your own safety and therefore it 
is crucial to keep your personal 
well-being in mind when 
deciding how to respond in a 
sexually violent situation. The idea is to 
calm down the situation, not to have any 
additional victims. Here are some personal 
safety tips to keep in mind: 
 Avoid interventions that could lead to 

physical harm 
 Approach with a friendly demeanor 
 Appear calm/centered 
 Be respectful, direct, and honest 
 Consider your body position and the 

language you use 
 Get support from those around you.  

You do not have to act alone. If you do not 
feel safe intervening, call the police. 

Once you have considered these tips, if 
you do feel safe intervening, there are 
numerous ways to do so. Again, the right 
way to intervene differs depending on the 
situations as well as the bystanders 
themselves. You may react differently to a 
situation at your workplace than you 
would at a party with your friends. 
Whatever the situation, this short list of 
suggested ways to intervene may be 
helpful: 
 Distraction 
 Redirection 
 Humor 
 Silent stare 
 Ask questions 
 Address the behavior, not the person 
 Use the help of others around you 
 Call for help 

At one point or another, each of us has 
been unsure of how to act. 
Whether it was with family, 
colleagues, or friends, we have 
all missed a chance to help 
someone or to positively impact 
our community. By creating a 
community of engaged 
bystanders, Erie can be a place 

where family, colleagues, and friends will 
stand with one another against all forms of 
violence and promote healthy relationships 
and a safer community. 

CVC’s Prevention Education Specialists 
have additional engaged bystander 
resources and trainings. You can 
download a free copy of National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center’s Engaging 
Bystanders to Prevent Sexual Violence 
Information Packet at http://tinyurl.com/
n92ze24. 

“ 

” 

You’d be 
shocked at 
what I’ve 
seen, 



CVC was pleased to partner with 
local dancer/artist Jennifer Denne-
hy again for this summer’s Mid-
Day DANCE Breaks. Supported 
by a grant through Erie Arts & 
Culture, Mid-Day DANCE Breaks 
were a weekly occurrence in Perry 
Square. Each week featured a per-
formance and a workshop by a lo-
cal dancer on a different theme. A 
visual artist was on-hand to paint, 
draw or sketch the dancers, taking 
these impressions and creating a 
piece of art to go into our gallery 
at the end of September. Mid-Day DANCE Breaks 
were lots of fun for kids and adults, averaging 50 

attendees and gaining momentum and 
attendance as the series progressed.  

During each of these sessions, staff 
from CVC was on-hand to provide a 
face to the agency. We also handed 
out fliers with information about that 
week’s theme, performers, and about 
Crime Victim Center. Using music, 
dance, and art to develop a rapport 
and relationship with people is vital in 
breaking down the barriers people 
have to seeking services. 

 

The art from each week will be featured for sale—
here at CVC during Erie’s gallery night on  
September 23—accompanied by wine and cheese. 
Thank you to all who joined 
us for the Mid-Day DANCE 
Breaks. We will apply for 
this grant again for next 
summer! 

Summertime Mid-day Dance Breaks at Perry Square 

Photos: Tori Pursell 

Photo: Martine Barclay Holquist 
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By Tori Pursell 

LaSonya Moffett, New Director of Court Advocacy 
LaSonya Moffet has been an integral part of 

CVC for a decade.  In 2006, she began as a 
counselor and in 2009, took on a new role in the 
District Attorney’s office where she worked as 
a victim notification and court advocate.  These 
positions provided LaSonya with years of 
experience working both with victims and in 
the court system.  Needless to say, those 
positions prepared her well to take on 
yet another new role as the Director 
of Court Advocacy in April 2016. 

In her new role, LaSonya directs 
CVC’s court, restitution, notification, 
juvenile, and central court advocates.  
As a team, they work closely with the 
District Attorney’s office to keep 
victims informed of the criminal 
justice system as well as the status of 
their specific case.  This involves keeping 
victims informed about dates, proceedings, and 
the general processes of the criminal court 
system; juvenile advocates working with both 
the parents of juvenile victims and juvenile 
offenders; and court advocates accompanying 
victims to trials and hearings and even 
counseling them during crisis and other  
intense situations. 

“When you accompany victims to sentencing 
it can be very emotional,” LaSonya says.  “I can 
remember going in with a victim of domestic 
violence.  Her boyfriend of 15 years had shot 
her point blank…. But at sentencing she was 
able to speak so eloquently…. Just to see how 
people can overcome the trauma of being 
victimized and still be able to heal, forgive, 

move forward, and empower other 
people, that’s what keeps me 
passionate about what I do.” 

It’s a multifaceted job with many 
moving parts, but LaSonya sees the 
importance behind all of the hard work 
that her team puts in.  She loves when 
victims feel that the court processes 
have worked in their favor because 
then they can begin to truly heal from 

the crime that has affected their lives so 
traumatically. 

“I want people to know that even though a 
number of people feel that the court system 
does not work in their favor, we do have a 
system that is fair and that is just.  It’s not 
perfect, but it is designed to work for  
the people.” 

Who We Help 
Compensation Victims 
Served in 2015 

55 New Adult Claims 
4 New VOJO Claims 
12 Supplemental Claims 
Payments $121,851.39 

51 initial awards received 

23 supplemental awards 
received 

Key Services 
24-hour Hotline 
Crisis Intervention 
Individual Counseling 
Support Groups 
Court Accompaniment 
Compensation Assistance 
Restitution Assistance 
Satellite Offices in North 
East, Corry, Edinboro, 
Union City and Albion 

Abram Sorek’s Legacy Inspires Action, Generosity 

Friends and family of Abram Sorek have 
been keeping his memory alive by holding 
an annual memorial run in his honor.  

Abram died in April of 2014 at the young 
age of 23. Following his untimely passing, 
Abram’s family and friends sought the help 

of counselors and court advocates at Crime 
Victim Center. 

“CVC really helped me and my family,” 
said Hana Sorek at a press conference in 
July. At the conference, the Sorek family 
and friends presented a $10,000 check to 
CVC from the second annual run, held in 
April at Presque Isle. 

This donation will assist CVC in 
providing help and healing during times of 
tragedy as well as prevention education to 
men, women, and children throughout Erie 
County. 
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By Martine Barclay Holquist 

“Come Wine With Us” Benefit by Shear Delight Spa 
The generous support of Pam Turner, of 
Shear Delight Salon & Day Spa, and 
friends, provided CVC with $2,000 in 
support for critical programming to help 
crime victims in Erie. 

Come Wine With Us, held at the East 
Erie Moose Family Center, featured a 
fantastic wine tour, dinner, specialty 
auction, and raffle. It benefitted Child-
Help and CVC.  

As the school year came to a 
close, our Prevention Education 
team wrapped up presentations in 
schools. Summer is a time for us 
to focus on updating and refining 
our programming, exploring other 
projects, and reaching more kids 
in summer programs.  

This year we have seen 
a surge in demand for  
both cyberbullying presen-
tations and internet safety 
for parents. Bullying itself 
is certainly not a new 
thing—nor is it new for 
schools to be taking an interest in 
the physical and emotional safety 
of their students. However, with 
the pervasiveness of social media, 
phones and other electronic devic-
es, and the younger-aged children 
using such things in daily life, 
bullying has taken on a different 
guise. Our programs are designed 
to be age appropriate and interac-
tive, building off the 

strengths children already have, 

and encouraging independent 
thought. 

Our Internet Safety programs 
have been going strong for more 
than a decade, but would be woe-
fully inadequate for 2016 had our 
Prevention Education department 

not continued to 
stay current on 
trends, technology, 
platforms, apps, 
and current laws. 
Additionally, 
we’ve striven to 
continue to provide 

accurate information for parents, 
who are driven to protect their 
children in this online world. Un-
fortunately, the rapid rise of tech-
nology means we are trying to 
teach children to navigate a world 
we only encountered as adults. 
How do we effectively equip kids 
for the various dangers we our-
selves may only marginally un-
derstand? How can we best advise 
in situations unique to the  

instant, global access our kids 
have at their fingertips? What ex-
actly are the dangers out there? 
The news highlights predators and 
trafficking and scams—are these 
the most pressing issues facing 
our kids? What do we do if we 
suspect a problem? Better yet, 
how can we start a dialogue with 
our children about technology and 
weave that into the fabric of our 
existing parent/child relation-
ships? We tackle these questions 
with parent groups in schools and 
otherwise.  

If you would like CVC to speak 
to your PTA/PTO, parent group, 
or school on these topics, please 
contact your principal or adminis-
trator and urge them to schedule a 
free program for fall. We have 
had good luck by piggy backing 
on “back to school” nights and 
open houses, for example. How-
ever we can help parents com-
municate with their children to 
create a safer world—online and 
offline—we would like to do so. 

Prevention Education Promotes Safety, Resiliency 

” 

“ What exactly 
are the  
dangers out 
there? 
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Crime Victim Center has 
been working with multiple 
local agencies in a variety of 
ways to increase service 
availability to all victims of 
crime and expand victim 
access to other services. 

We co-hosted an informative 
and entertaining event with 
Erie DAWN at Bourbon 
Barrel on March 10, 2016. 
TomKat Black graciously 
donated their wonderful 
musical performance. 
Executive Director Paul 
Lukach and other staff 
members (including Dan from 
Prevention Education, 
pictured below) even rode the 
bull to raise money for 
victims! 

Guest bartenders Arthur D. 
Martinucci, Esq., from Quinn 
Law Firm, Almi Clerkin of 
Erie Playhouse, and District 
Attorney Jack Daneri, 
provided able assistance 
behind the bar and donated all 
of their tips to CVC and Erie 
DAWN. 

CVC partnered with Erie 
DAWN and HANDS on two 
grant proposals this winter on 
which we await notification. 

CVC and the Erie 
Philharmonic hosted a free 
family musical event, Music is 
Healing, on Friday June, 24th 
featuring musicians from the 
Erie Philharmonic. 

The event included a 
multitude of musical activities 
for all ages, including an 
instrument petting zoo. This 
interactive “petting zoo” gave 
all attending children the 
opportunity to 
physically 
touch, feel and 
play a variety of 
orchestral 
instruments.  

Upon the 
conclusion of 
the family 
musical 
activities at 6:30 
p.m, a brass 
quintet from the 
Erie Philharmonic performed 
a free concert. This was 
especially exciting for the 

children as they saw the 
instruments that they played 
during the petting zoo being 
used by professionals to create 
beautiful and moving music. 

We are so grateful to the 
talented and engaging 
Philharmonic performers and 
staff members for making this 
event possible. Music truly is 
healing when shared with such 
creativity and delight. 

Community Partners Raise Awareness and Fun! 

Erie DAWN Executive Director Maureen Dunn and Project Coordinator Gina  
Allison, joined Bourbon Barrel owner Derek Smith and CVC Director of Prevention 
Education, Amy Blackman at the event, which raised over $1200! 
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There’s still time to join CVC for our 5th annual 

Moonlight on the Bay  
gala serving the children of Erie. 

September 9 | 6:30 p.m. 

A one-of-a-kind event at Perry Monument at Presque 
Isle featuring fantastic local beers and wines, lavish 

hors d’oeuvres, music and fun.  
Individual Tickets $150 per person.  

Formal attire. 
 

You can change the life of a child here in Erie County. 
 

For ticket information and sponsorship details, please call  
Deb Bartle at 814-455-9414. 

on the Bay on the Bay 
Moonlight Moonlight 

September 9, 2016September 9, 2016  

6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.  

Perry Monument at Presque IslePerry Monument at Presque Isle  


