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Fighting Human Trafficking in Erie County 

What does the 
Crime Victim 
Center do? 
 In 2015 CVC 
helped 5,999 victims 
and their families 
throughout Erie 
County. Nearly 20,000 
children and adults 
took part in our 
prevention education 
programs. 

 Our counseling and 
advocacy services are 
offered completely 
free to our clientele 
with no discrimination 
toward age, national 
origin, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, or 
economic status. 

 Established in 1973 
as the Erie County 
Rape Crisis Center, 
the Crime Victim 
Center of Erie County 
seeks to reduce crime 
and the impact of 
crime through 
counseling, education 
and advocacy. 

continued on Page 6 

Do you ever see something on the news 
and wonder, “Could that ever happen in 
Erie?” We like to think that our neighbor-
hoods are safe and our families secure. Un-
fortunately, throughout the United States, 
people are being bought, sold, and smug-
gled, beaten, starved, and forced to work as 
prostitutes or to take jobs as migrant, do-
mestic, restaurant, or factory workers with 
little or no pay. Human Trafficking is on 
the rise everywhere. 

According to the Pennsylvania Coalition 
Against Rape, human trafficking is a form 
of modern-day slavery where people profit 
from the exploitation of others. Traffickers 
use force, fraud, or coercion to compel 
someone to work or provide services such 
as sexual acts, cleaning, or farming. 

If victim are minors, force, fraud, or coer-
cion is not required for the act to be consid-
ered human trafficking. Transportation 
from one place to another is also not re-
quired for human trafficking to occur.  

 

Sex trafficking tends to happen in differ-
ent locations than labor trafficking. 

Venues include: 
 Streets 
 Hotels and motels 
 Truck stops 
 Websites 
 Brothels 
 Massage parlors 
 Migrant camps 
Labor Trafficking may share some loca-

tions, but also happens in other venues: 
 Domestic work in homes or hotels 
 Agricultural work at farms, packing 

plants, dairies, etc. 
 Drilling sites 
 Factories 
 Restaurants 
 Nail salons 
Unfortunately, the very people who 

should be caring for children and  teenagers 
are sometimes the one who are trafficking 
them. Parents, legal guardians, other family 
members, boyfriends, and husbands are of-
ten involved. You might not expect women 
or people under 18 to be traffickers, but 
they are. Acquaintances, drug dealers,  
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It’s that time of year 
again!  Don’t miss your 
chance to sign up for the 
7th annual CVC 
Cornhole Tournament. 
We’re returning this 
year to the Mannerchor 
Club and looking 
forward with great 
anticipation to a sold-
out event. 

Teams of two can 
choose either the noon 
or the 4 p.m. time slots 
on a first-come, first-
served basis. (CVC will 
try to give everyone 
their preferred time 
slot.) 

CVC’s Cornhole 
Tournament offers 
teams a fun and 

competitive day of 
games, great food, and 
prizes. Beginners and 
experts alike, 18 years 
and older, are welcome.  

We follow American 
Cornhole Organization 
rules with regulation 
boards and bags 
provided on site.  

$50 covers team entry 
and food, with a cash 
bar available. 70 teams 
will compete through 2 
sets of brackets for the 
final positions.  

Join us for a fantastic 
and competitive day 
with good fun, great 
food, 50/50, gift 
auction, and cash prizes 
for the winners! 

You can drop by our 
office at 125 West 
18th Street to fill out 
an entry form or go 
to www.cvcerie.org 
to register your team. 

 

Sign up for Cornhole at the Mannerchor Club! 

January 29, 2017  |  noon to 8 p.m. 
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Client Wish List 
Journals 

Adult coloring books 

Gel pens, colored  
pencils, Crayola cray-
ons, and acrylic paints 

Movie: Inside Out  
and set of characters to 

help kids learn to  
identify and talk about 

how they’re feeling 

Relaxing music cds for 
adults and kids 

All donations are  
tax-deductible. 

 

Happy Holiday? 

 For many people, the holiday season is a 
time to get together with family and express 
gratitude and love for their many blessings. 
Commercials, movies and social media 
flood us with these lovely, greeting card 
messages about traveling, lavish feasts, 
gifts, and loving, joyous, multi-generational 
parties.  Holidays have a way of shining an 
extra light of scrutiny on families already 
experiencing crisis, and our clients are no 
different. The expectation of perfection 
hitting reality is stressful for everyone, but 
what if you’re dealing with the aftermath of 
victimization? 

 Think, for a moment, of the particular 
stresses the clients of CVC might be 
grappling with: the 
empty chair of a 
homicide victim; a 
change of tradition to 
accommodate families 
where a current 
investigation of abuse 
means certain family 
members aren’t permitted around others; 
the tension of an adult child facing a family 
who didn’t support them when they were 
sexually assaulted in childhood. The 
screaming silence of unspoken secrets can 
be more than a person can bear, and our 
clients frequently experience extra stress at 
the holidays. Part of counseling at CVC is 
helping our clients anticipate these stresses 
and create plans to navigate the season in a 
way that emphasizes their physical and 
psychological safety. Having a plan to 
combat uncomfortable scenarios reduces 
anticipatory anxiety and empowers people 
to think through their options ahead of time.  

 Here are six quick tips for a happy 
holiday season, no matter what stresses 
your family is facing. 

 

  Remember, family is what you make it. 
Whether people you’ve known since 
birth or those you’ve gathered about 
you in recent years, families come in  
all forms.  

 You don’t owe anyone an explanation 
for the choices you make in the best 
interest of yourself and your family.  

 Set appropriate boundaries for 
yourself—for your time, energy, 
monetary resources and more. It is a 
kindness to stay true to these 
boundaries. Assert them with polite 
resolve and do not allow yourself to be 
guilted into breaking them.  

 Respect the boundaries of others, 
including those of 
children. If a child 
shies away from 
hugging a relative on 
demand, support that 
child. Offer a safe 
alternative, like a high-
five or wave, and 

encourage the other adults to do the 
same.  

 What’s the take-away? As you balance 
out where to put your resources, think 
about the overall feeling of the day. 
When you look back on the celebration, 
what will you remember more: that the 
meat was a little dry and overcooked, or 
that people were laughing over coffee?  

 Don’t forget self-care! The search for 
bigger-better-faster-more and Pinterest-
perfect holidays can exhaust even the 
most self-assured individual. Take time 
out for yourself, recognize that 
everything doesn’t have to be perfect, 
and find the humor in a situation. 
Sometimes getting through the day is 
the best you can do, and that’s just fine!  

 Best wishes from CVC for a safe, happy 
and meaningful celebration for all.  

By Martine Barclay Holquist 
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Prevention Education Specialists promote safety... 

With your help, CVC has 
already presented 388 
prevention education and 
safety programs to 10,781 
pre-school through high 
school kids throughout Erie 
County this year! Special 
thanks to Highmark, UPMC 
Health, and all of our 
generous donors for their 
support of prevention 
education throughout  
Erie County. 

kids have fun, learn, and win! 
CVC Prevention Education Specialists, Dan Genaro and Martine Barclay Holquist 
(behind the camera), were joined by Counselor Sandra Smith (not pictured) and Officer 
Riggle, of the Lawrence Park Police, as they presented  the 2017 CVC Halloween 
Awards to kids from Iroquois Elementary. Prizes to all students were sponsored by 
McDonald’s on Buffalo Road, Doleski-Wolford Orthodontics, and Custom Engineering. 
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gang members, smugglers, even 
employers and job placement 
agencies may traffic in labor or 
sex. 

Crime Victim Center Counselor 
Carol Finotti is working with local 
law enforcement and the F.B.I. to 
help victims of trafficking in Erie 
County. She works with emergen-
cy room doctors and nurses to 
help them identify and offer aid to 
victims. 

Some physical indicators that 
help identify victims include: 

 tattoos, brands or scarring in-
dicating ownership 

 Injuries from beatings or 
weapons 

 Signs of malnourishment 
 Signs of torture 
 Fear anger, sadness, grief, hu-

mor, or even lack of emotion 
Chronic runaways, children in-

volved in begging, youths living 
with adults who have “taken them 
in,” children missing school or not 
attending at all, and people who 
have stopped being able to freely 
contact friends or family members 
are all at risk of being trafficked. 

So what should you do if you 
suspect that someone is being traf-
ficked? Do not attempt to inter-

vene directly—you might put 
yourself or the victim in danger. If 
you believe you have been traf-
ficked or know a victim of traf-
ficking or if you have information 
about a potential situation, call the 
National Human Trafficking Re-
source Center (NHTRC) at 1-888-
373-7888. NHTRC is a national, 
24/7, toll-free hotline, with spe-
cialists available to answer calls 
from anywhere in the country re-
lated to potential trafficking vic-
tims, suspicious behaviors, or lo-
cations. You can also call CVC at 
814-455-9414 or Erie’s local F.B.I 
field office at 452-4516. 

During the stages of a human 
trafficking investigation, the pri-
mary goal of investigators is the 
recovery of victims in order to re-
move them from an environment 
of violence and exploitation. Pro-
gram representatives work in 
unison with victim advocates and 

non-governmental organizations, 
which are able to provide victims 
of human trafficking with the 
short-term resources (shelter, 
food, clothing) and long-term re-
sources (counseling, education 
assistance, job training) they need. 
Field offices are then able to con-
duct logical, efficient, and effec-
tive investigations which lead to 
the eventual arrest and successful 
prosecution of their traffickers, the 
potential recovery of additional 
victims, and identification of other 
traffickers.  

“Erie has all of the dynamics 
necessary for trafficking to occur. 
Local law enforcement is actively 
gathering intelligence in order to 
help stop it,” says Carol Finotti. 
“We are working together as a 
community to combat this and to 
help the victims recover.” 

“Human trafficking is considered to be one of the fastest 
growing criminal industries in the world… second only to 
drug trafficking and produces $32 billion of annual  
revenue worldwide.”  (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2012.)  

continued from Page 1 

Trafficking, continued 
Who We Help 
Compensation Victims 
Served in 2015 

55 New Adult Claims 
4 New VOJO Claims 
12 Supplemental Claims 
Payments $121,851.39 

51 initial awards received 

23 supplemental awards 
received 

Key Services 
24-hour Hotline 
Crisis Intervention 
Individual Counseling 
Support Groups 
Court Accompaniment 
Compensation Assistance 
Restitution Assistance 
Satellite Offices in North 
East, Corry, Edinboro, 
Union City, and Albion 

The Vulnerability of LGBTQ  
Individuals to Human Trafficking 

 Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(LGBTQ) persons face elevated threats of vio-
lence and discrimination in employment, 
healthcare, and educational opportunities. Some 
family members have ostracized LGBTQ rela-
tives from their homes. The cumulative effects of 
homophobia and discrimination make LGBTQ 
persons particularly vulnerable to homelessness 
and traffickers who prey on their desperation. 

 As part of the 2013-2017 Federal Strategic 
Action Plan on Services for Victims of Traffick-
ing in the United States, U.S. agencies have com-
mitted to gathering information on the needs of 
LGBTQ victims of human trafficking. They esti-
mate LGBTQ homeless youth comprise 20 to 40 
percent of the homeless youth population; these 
youth are at particularly high risk of being forced 
into prostitution. 

 LGBTQ victims of human trafficking should 
be included in the dialogue on these issues as 
well as on helping victims become survivors. 

The Use of Forced Criminality: Victims  
Hidden Behind a Crime 

 Methods used by human traffickers continue to 
evolve, as does the understanding of this crime 
among law enforcement and anti-trafficking  
activists. One often under-identified characteris-
tic of human trafficking is forced criminality. 
Traffickers may force adults and children to 
commit crimes in the course of their victimiza-
tion, including theft, illicit drug production and 
transport, or prostitution. They then use threats 
of reporting to coerce their victims into continu-
ing. Advocates and counselors must work with 
law enforcement to identify and protect victims. 
The Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2013 provides help for victims and 
recognizes that forced actions do not equal  
criminality for children, youth, or adults. 

1 IN 3 TEENS  
on the street will 

be trafficked 
within 48 hours of 

leaving home  

OVER 33% OF 
HOMELESS YOUTH 

ENGAGE IN 
SURVIVAL SEX 

82% FOR MONEY 

 

48% FOR FOOD/

SHELTER 

 

22% FOR DRUGS 

National Sexual Violence Resource Center 2014. 

LGBTQ youth are 

3X more likely to 
have engaged in 

survival sex 
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www.cvcerie.org 
Crime Victim Center 
125 West 18th Street 
Erie, PA 16501 

 

 

Please print: 

Name:_________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_________________________________________ 

Best Time To Call:____________________________AM / PM 

 

 Please contact me to meet in person about donating to CVC. 

Information Please 
Please send me information about how I can help build the  
care center. 

You can help victims tomorrow by acting today. 
We are working with community partners to create a 
sexual violence care center in downtown Erie.   

The center will provide medical treatment, evidence 
collection, counseling, and law enforcement services 
all in one location at any point during the day or 
night. 

We wish to provide a continuum of follow-up care 
after good initial contact with all persons needing 
services. At present, many victims of rape or sexual 
assault are not able to access timely and appropriate 
care in Erie County. This is a crucial part of serving 
victims and helping them to recover physically and 
emotionally from their trauma. 

Your gifts and donations are needed now more than 
ever! Please call (814) 455-9414 with any questions 
about donating to CVC. 

www.facebook.com/
Crime-Victim-
Center-of-Erie-
County 

 

twitter.com/CVCerie 


